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Timber Creek took on Rockwall-Heath at home on August 30, 2018. Keller ISD 
Stadium was alive Thursday night for the first game of the season with a 47-10 
victory over Heath.

The Falcons had 26 carries for 126 yds and 3 rushing TDs last night, the Fal-
cons also had 3 fumble recoveries. Blake Irving, RB and senior captain for the 
Falcons scored 3 touchdowns for the Creek. The Falcons played an astonishing 
football game.

The start of the season for the Falcons started with a touchdown in the end 
zone by Max Arnold with a stunning throw by Gage Haskin. A strong defense 
lead by Joshua Kurian, benefited the Falcons the entire game keeping the 
Heath Hawks from scoring.

The Falcon offense exploded in the second half with a total of 33 points scored. 
An impressive look for the new faces of the Falcons.

The Falcons take on the Prosper Eagles Friday Sept. 7th at home for Timber 
Creek’s Gold Out game for St. Jude.Find the latest sports content on Timber-
CreekTalon.com

Timber Creek Takes Their First Win of the Season

Timber Creek Sports Network 
Kicks Off Live Coverage

The Timber Creek Sports Network is back for another award-winning sea-
son of live varsity sports coverage. 

TCSN will be broadcasting LIVE via the NFHS Network and TCFM, the 
student radio station, for fans unable to attend the game.

“Every year we try to offer more experiences for our students to get ex-
perience doing live commentary and coverage of varsity sporting events,” 
TCSN advisor Greg Janda said. “This year, we’re trying to get to even 
more games and increase the quality of each and every broadcast.”

All Timber Creek varsity football games played at Keller ISD Stadium will 
be available on NFHS Network this year, with Thursday games (August 
30 and October 18) available to stream live. Friday night games will be 
tape-delayed on NFHS Network due to UIL rules for broadcasting. Howev-
er, TCFM will offer live simulcasts of all games, including Friday nights, to 
listen in.

http://TimberCreekTalon.com
http://TimberCreekTalon.com
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Before the school year even started, the Timber Creek Cross Country Team 
practiced everyday. This was not unfamiliar for most members of the team, 
but there was something different this summer: Josh Allen was the new head 
coach.

At the end of last year, long time cross country and girls track coach, Jeridan 
Strong, announced that he would not be coaching anymore in order to spend 
more time with his family. The team continued to run with loosely organized 
practices throughout June while waiting for the new coach, but in July, it be-
came official as Allen began his job.

“I’ve just been really impressed [by] how well the team works together and how 
they go about their routines,” said Allen. “They’ve been welcoming and, you 
know, given me a lot of grace as far as the learning curve.”

Previously coaching at Northwest High School, Allen also he ran cross country 

in high school, however considering himself more of a “track guy”.

“I wanted to be a track coach and cross country kind of came in the territory,” 
commented Allen. “I liked track better when I was running, but when I started 
coaching, I really developed a passion for cross country. I think it’s the ultimate 
team sport.”

Now, he hopes to build on the past successes of the Timber Creek program, 
having admired the program for a long time. As the runners train for a highly 
competitive season, Allen is focused on more than just attaining silverware, 
hoping to stretch the “positive culture” at Timber Creek further than just the ath-
letes he coaches. 

“I take it as a big responsibility to be here,” Allen explained. “The teams have 
set goals of making it to state, so I hope to help them achieve that goal. I think 
ultimately the goal of any coach, any season is just for everybody to reach their 
potential, continue to improve, stay healthy, have a good experience,” ex-
pressed Allen. “I really want to emphasize the importance of team culture and 
making sure everybody feels included.”

With previous coaching instilling in these athletes that success is found through 
accomplishing their goals, the new coach hopes to create a great atmosphere 
for the team, creating a supportive group that holds each other accountable to 
push to their limits.

“Whether it’s cross country, track, [or] in the halls, you know, everybody’s pretty 
positive and supportive of each other,” said Allen. “To me, that’s the most im-
portant thing. Whether we win or lose, I think the culture’s the most important 
thing and what the kids take with them when they graduate. I think that says a 
lot about the success of a program when kids come back, and they still want 
to be a part of things. I just [want to] keep the program strong and moving for-
ward.”

New Coach Aims to Strengthen Cross Country Program



“I started playing because I always went to my sisters’ games and once I started 
playing, I had so much fun and couldn’t stop,” Thomas stated. “I’m very excited 
for senior year, but it definitely is a lot of pressure to keep my grades, especially 
during volleyball.”

Hoping to receive All District Honors for the second year in a row and showcase 
her leadership skills both on and off the court, Anna Thomas will be visiting both 
Southwestern Oklahoma State and South Dakota School Of Mines and Tech-
nology in October, hoping to find a school where she will have the ability to play 
volleyball and be challenged academically at the same time.

“I would like to play volleyball at a college where I will be challenged both aca-
demically and athletically,” said Thomas. “I plan on majoring in the biology field 
and possibly going the pre-medicine route.”

Taking a 25-20 win in their third set of their game against Bishop Lynch High 
School on Saturday, Aug. 18 in the bronze bracket championship at the Allen 
Tournament and finishing ninth overall, Thomas and the rest of the team put up a 
strong fight and defense throughout their matches, going against big hitters.

After losing their first set, the team showed an intensive comeback within the 
second and third rounds, finding, as Thomas stated, “holes” within their defense 
and gaining easy points due to the team’s tough serves. With the varsity team’s 
next games on Friday, Aug. 24 and Saturday, Aug. 25 at the Arlington ISD Invita-
tional, the team hopes to get out ahead and make a name for themselves.

“Playing defense is really fun and it’s so rewarding when you get a great dig and 
hear your crowd and team cheer for you,” Thomas commented. “I think our de-
fense, block, and overall hustle really put us ahead at the end. One of our goals 
[for this season] would be to end with a winning record…and playoffs would be a 
nice touch.”

Volleyball Valedictorian Digs in for Senior year 

Playing libero for the Timber Creek volleyball team for the past three years 
and leading her class currently as valedictorian, senior Anna Thomas looks at 
the new school year’s challenges with determination rather than defeat, over-
coming each obstacle that both she as well as the team face.

“Going into this season, we are in a tougher district then last year,” said Thom-
as. “It’s going to be a harder fight. [Playing libero], I am on the court almost the 
entire game & I play strictly back row. A good volleyball team needs a good 
libero to keep the ball up and run the defense.”

Seeing their next game as another opportunity to demonstrate the team’s 
training, athletes like Thomas have spent both the on and off season prepar-
ing, as she plays No Limits club volleyball throughout the breaks. With the 
added advanced placement classes and out of school training consuming 
most of her time, playing libero and maintaining her rank of first in her class 
have posed as challenging, yet not impossible tasks.


